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Abstract 
This research is conducted to reveal the students’ interest in learning English. 
Moreover, this research reports the level of interest of the students in learning 
English. The participants (n=77) were  the third semester students of 
Indonesian Language Study Program Tanjungpura university. This study used 
Students’ Interest Questionnaire adapted from Yu (2010) as an inventary to 
explore the level of students’ interest in learning English. The method that was 
used in conducting this research was descriptive method. The result revealed 
that most of the  participants had the high interest in learning English which is 
out of the 77 participants, there were 40 (52%) students are labeled as the high 
interest students. 29 (38%) of the students are labeled as very high interest 
students. The remain 8 (10%) students are labeled as a medium interest 
students. Among the eight aspects of the interest in learning English, 
Language Value was the most dominat aspect of the interest in learning 
English of the students with the percentage of 15%. The overall result 
suggests that students of Indonesian Language Study Program Tanjungpura 
University have significant tendency in learning English. 
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INTRODUCTION 
In Indonesia, English is a foreign 
language. English is also a global 
language. It is important to learn English 
because it will give an access to 
knowledge and to enable learners to 
become competent enough in their future 
career. That is why general English 
subject is given for all students in all 
departments in university as a general 
subject with two to four SKS as in 
University of Tanjungpura Pontianak. 
English subject is taught as a compulsary 
subject at university. The task of English 
is also one of the requirements on thesis 
examination. Those conditions are applied 
for all non-English major students in 
university include the students from 
Indonesian Language Study Program. 
Learning English in general is not easy as 
it seems. There are obstacles such as 
unwilingness to learn, less confidence, 
and more when they learn English with 
the little proportion of time and not as 
their focus or the core material for them. 
Furthermore, the writer believes it is 
interesting to investigate how the interest 
of this category which English subject is 
given as their general subject but 
compulsary and not their choice, they 
believe there are no many channels to 
practice or to apply their English skills, 
and they learn English with a slight 
proportion of time. Firmani (2009) stated 
that interest is a feeling or emotion that 
causes attention to focus on an object or 
an event or a process. Interest plays an 
important part in learning English. Interest 
in learning English is when a student 
shows efforts to learn English. By doing 
the effort, the students gain the knowledge 
and improve their English and will still 
engage with it due to the interest which 
develop and increase. 
Since the level of people’s interest 
are different, by knowing the level of the 
interest, it can show the progress of the
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 learning process and can also help to 
opt the suitable approach in teaching. 
Also by knowing their interest, we will 
also know how or what to motivate them 
to learn because teaching ESP in a 
vocational university has its own 
challenges. Based on the description in 
the background, the researcher formulates 
the following question on the research 
problem: How is the interest of the third 
semester students of Indonesian Language 
Education Study Program in learning 
English? 
What are the dominant aspects of the 
interest of the third semester students of 
Indonesian Language Education Study 
Program in learning English? The 
researcher wants to explore the interest of 
the third semester students of Indonesian 
Language Education Study Program to 
see if they have high or low interest in 
learning English. Thus,  this  research  
purposes are: To find out the level of 
interest of the third semester students of 
Indonesian Language Education Study 
Program in learning English. 
According to Ainley, Hidi, & 
Berndorff (2002) that have identified 
within the interest literature, the 
relationship between interest and learning 
has focused on three types of interest:  
individual, situational, and topic. Krapp et 
al;Renninger (in Ainley et al, 2002) stated 
that individual interest is considered to be 
an individual’s predisposition to attend to 
certain stimuli, events, and objects. 
Individual interest has been described as a 
relatively enduring predisposition to 
attend to certain objects and events and to 
engage in certain activities. For example, 
the reader with an individual interest in 
English seeks opportunities to engage in 
associated activities and while so engaged 
experiences enjoyment and expands his or 
her knowledge. As an individual has a 
tendency towards something until to 
engage to, English is one of certain 
objects to be interested by students.  
Situational interest is elicited by 
certain aspects of the environment 
These include content features such as 
human activity or life themes, and 
structural features such as the ways in 
which tasks are organized and presented. 
Hidi (in Ainley et al, 2002) distinguished 
two types of factors that contribute to 
situational. The first group includes 
formal structural characteristics such as 
novelty, intensity, and ambiguity. The 
second group consists of content features 
such as human activity, intensity factors, 
and life. For example: a student will be 
more interested to perform a task which 
related to the hot issue. 
Occasionally, the environment is one 
of the best parts after family which 
possesses an individual’s activities, 
visions, or life styles. Thus, the 
environment can also possess how 
students accept or conceive tasks ever 
given to them. More relate it is with their 
environment, more and more is their 
curiosity. Since the life style is varied, 
novelty things are required. 
Topic interest, the level of interest 
triggered when a spesific topic is 
presented, seems to have both individual 
and situational aspects. Ainley, Hidi, & 
Berndorff (2002) claim that topic interest 
was measured prior to presentation of the 
texts. Topic interest refers to the interest 
elicited by a word or paragraph that 
presents the reader with a topic. This form 
of interest is particularly relevant for 
educators because students are often given 
topics about which they will be expected 
to learn or to write. For example: the 
teachers may give their students the topic 
of the materials that agree with their age, 
level, and league. 
It is significant to observe students’ 
proclivities in the way of learning. Once, 
the students are given some readings that 
kind of highly complex to them, the 
students who do not have any ide toward 
the reading will be stuck and got nothing 
instead of confusion, boredom, and an 
inferior feeling. 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  
This chapter describes the process 
and procedures of the study. The 
researcher divided this chapter into four 
sections: form of research, population and 
sampling, data collection and data 
analysis. 
The researcher used descriptive 
research studies that are designed to 
obtain information concerning the current 
status of phenomena. Based on the 
purposes and problems of this research, 
the researcher will use a content survey 
analysis within the descriptive method. 
Survey analysis focuses on the subjects’ 
opinion, attitude, or behavior. This 
research is going to investigate the level 
of students’ genuine interest in learning 
English. 
The subject of this research will be 
the third semester students of Indonesian 
Language Education Study Program, 
Teacher Training and Education Faculty 
of Tanjungpura University in Academic 
year 2016/2017. They are the students 
who learn English as Specific Purposes 
(ESP).  The reason why the researcher 
chose the third semester students because 
the students must have finished their 
English course in the first and second 
semester and it is expected that the 
students will still have a fresh 
remembrance or firm perspective towards 
English. The amount of the students are 
77 students from 2 classes. Each class 
consists of 40 and 37 students. The 
researcher took all of the students as the 
sample in this research because the 
number of the students is less than 100. 
According to Arikunto (1991) if the 
population is less than 100, the population 
can be the sample of the research. 
The instrument for data collection in 
this research is a questionnaire which is 
adapted and modified from Yu (2010).  A 
questionnaire is a number of writers 
questions which are used to gain 
information from respondents about their 
knowledge, beliefs etc. Arikunto (in 
Katili, 2013).  This technique is used as it 
allows the researcher to probe for views 
and opinions of the participants (Corbetta, 
2003) cited in Marwan. Moreover, this 
instrument gives the researcher the 
opportunity to gain deep information 
about the phenomenon being investigated 
(Creswell, 2005) cited in Marwan.  
The questionnaire is used to measure 
the students’ interest in learning English. 
The questionnaire was given in 
Indonesian language in order to make sure 
that the respondents can comprehend the 
questionnaire effectively.  
There are 24 numbers of the 
statements in the questionnaire which 
cover all the aspects of interest 
motivation, personality, language value, 
group value, instrumental motivation, 
teaching and curiculum value, cultural 
influence, and personal development. 
Each aspect has 3 statements.  
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
Previously, the researcher has given a 
questionnaire to the third semester 
students of Indonesian Language 
Education Study Program. The 
investigation was  conducted  in  order  to 
obtain the data of students’ level of 
interest in learning English and the 
dominant aspects of the interest of the 
students. After the questionnaire filled by 
the students, the researcher analyzed the 
data and wrote it into a thesis.  
To describe the student’s interest in 
learning English,  the  researcher made 
tables that focus  on  points  as follows: 
The students’ mean score and The 
percentage of students’ dominant aspect 
in learning English. 
There were 24 statements divided 
into eight different specifications, Interest 
Motivation, Personality, Language Value, 
Group Value, Instrumental Motivation, 
Teaching and Curriculum Value, Cultural 
Influence, Personal development. The 
statements were answered by the third 
students of Indonesian Language 
Education Study Program Teacher 
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Training and Education Faculty of 
Tanjungpura University in Academic year 
2016/2017. The total of 77 students had 
chosen the answers based on what they 
think about learning English. 
By seeing the mean score of each 
student’s answers, it is revealed that the 
highest category of the students’ interest 
is High (H) with 40 students (52%), the 
second rank is Very High (VH) category 
with 29 students (38%), and the last is 
Medium (M) category with 8 students 
(10%)as clearly shown in the following 
table: 
 
Table 1. Students’ Interest in Learning English 
Rank 
Students’ Interest in 
Learning English 
Overall Amount of 
Students 
Percentage 
(%) 
1 High Interest 40 52% 
2 Very High Interest 29 38% 
3 Medium Interest 8 10% 
 
There are eight aspects of interest as 
factors of high or low interest of the 
students. After analizing the data it is 
already revealed clearly that language 
value is the dominant aspect of interest of 
the students with percentage of 15%, the 
second dominant aspect is personality 
aspect with percentage of 14%, for the 
third place there are interest  motivation, 
cultural influence, and personal 
development come with the same 
percentage of 13%, the fourth place is 
teaching and curriculum value with the 
percentage of 12%, the fifth place is group 
value with the percentage of 11%, and the 
last place is instrumental motivation with 
percentage of 9% as clearly shown in the 
following figure: 
 
13% 14% 15% 11% 9% 12% 13% 13%
0%
2%
4%
6%
8%
10%
12%
14%
16%
 
 
Chart 1. General Percentage of the Dominant Aspects of the Interest of the 
Students 
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The result of the percentage among 
the eight aspects of interest in learning 
English is to let us know about the 
dominant aspect of interest of the third 
semester students of Indonesian Language 
Education Study Program. As we can see 
that Language value is the dominant 
aspect of interest of the students in 
learning English. This result shows that 
the students have positive view towards 
English language for their study and 
future career. 
This chapter is meant to give the 
conclusion and suggestion from the result 
of  the interest of the third semester 
students of Indonesian Language 
Education Study Program in academic 
year 2016/2017. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Regarding the research findings it 
can be concluded that the third semester 
students of Indonesian Language 
Education Study Program Teacher 
Training and Education Faculty of 
Tanjungpura University Pontianak  in 
academic year 2016/2017 have high 
interest in learning English.  
It also concluded Language Value as 
the dominant aspects of interest of the 
students. It is indicated that the third 
semester students of Indonesian Language 
Education Study Program Teacher 
Training and Education Faculty of  
Tanjungpura University Pontianak are 
interested in learning English mostly 
because of the value of the English 
language.  
The highest mean score for the 
statement in language value is learning 
English is a part of a good education. This 
statement is also the overall highest mean 
score among all of the 24 statements. It is 
indicated that the students are aware of 
the importance of English language in 
their education.  
Meanwhile the lowest mean score for 
the statement in this category is English is 
a medium of access to information and 
knowledge. Since the mean score of the 
lowest to the highest statement apart about 
1.3 points, it is indicated that the students’ 
awareness of English language in 
education is not really in line with using 
English as a media to get information and 
knowledge.  
In fact, there are a number of books 
or journals in English which can 
supplement their learning. Therefore, it is 
crucial for the students to complete their 
awareness with action in order to get the 
better education  and supplement their 
learning through English. 
 
Suggestions 
The findings of this research revealed 
that third semester students of Indonesian 
Language Education Study Program 
Teacher Training and Education Faculty 
of Tanjungpura University have high 
interest in learning English and they are 
aware of the importance of English 
language in their education but do not 
really use English as a source or media to 
obtain information or knowledge.  
Based on the findings of the research, 
the reseacher would like to provide some 
suggestions related to students’ interest in 
learning English. Since the students have 
a positive perception towards English in 
their education, it is suggested to the 
faculty to maintain and improve the 
English course that is being taught for the 
non English majors students in 
Tanjungpura university in order to 
graduate students who are capable in 
English. 
It is suggested to the non English 
majors students to improve their effort to 
learn English because awareness without 
any effort is useless. Since there are a lot 
of educational journals and books are 
published in English that can help them to 
supplement their education. It is also 
suggested to the English majors students 
who will become the teacher for the non 
English majors students to be more 
thoughtful and caring during the learning 
process in order to make an enjoyable and 
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fun learning atmosphere. The proper 
teaching methods and learning media are 
also required to be observed by the 
teachers. 
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